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      Olympic revival

                 Athens had been 
unanimously chosen to stage the 

inaugural modern Games during a 
congress organised by Baron Pierre 

de Coubertin in Paris on 23 June 

1894, during which the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 

was also created. The 
argument for the place was 

that Greece was the 

birthplace of the Ancient 
Olympic Games. The main 

venue was the Panathenaic 
Stadium, where athletics 

and wrestling took place; 

other venues included the 
Neo Phaliron Velodrome for 

cycling, and the Zappeion 
for fencing. 

                  The opening 

ceremony was held in the 
Panathenaic Stadium on 6 

April, during which most of 
the competing athletes were aligned 

on the infield, grouped by nation. 

After a speech by the president of the 
organising committee, Crown Prince 

Constantine, his father officially 
opened the Games. Afterwards, nine 

bands and 150 choir singers 

performed an Olympic Hymn, com-
posed by Spyridon Samaras, with 

words by poet Kostis Palamas.
                        Winners were given 

a silver medal, while runners-up 

received a copper medal. 

Retroactively, the IOC has converted 

these to gold and silver, and awarded 
bronze medals to third placed 

athletes. Ten of the 14 participating 
nations earned medals. The United 

States won the most gold medals, 11; 

host nation Greece won the most 
medals overall, 46. The highlight for 

the Greeks was the marathon victory 

by their compatriot Spyridon Louis. 
The most successful competitor was 

German wrestler and gymnast Carl 
Schuhmann, who won four events.  

Based on www.wikipedia.org
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SPORTS

              At the 1894 IOC congress, a 

number roster of sports were 

suggested for the program in Athens. 

The first official announcements 

regarding the sporting events to be 

held featured sports such as football 

and cricket, but these plans were 

never finalised, and these sports did 

not make the final list for the Games.  

Rowing and yachting were scheduled, 

but had to be cancelled due to poor 

weather on the planned day of 

competition. As a result, the 1896 

Summer Olympics programme 

featured 9 sports encompassing 10 

disciplines and 43 events. 

Athletics (12 events)

Road  Cycling (1 event)

Track Cycling (5 events)

Fencing (3 events)

Gymnastics (8 events)

Sailing (Canceled)

Shooting (5 events)

Swimming (4 events)

Tennis (2 events)

Weightlifting (2 events)

Wrestling (1 events)



Venues

Opening ceremony

                                                                           On 6 April (25 March according to the Julian calendar 

then in use in Greece), the games of the First Olympiad 

were officially opened; it was Easter Monday for both the 

Western and Eastern Christian Churches and the 

anniversary of Greece's independence. The Panathenaic 

Stadium was filled with an estimated 80,000 spectators, 

including King George I of Greece (see the photo), his 

wife Olga, and their sons. Most of the competing athletes 

were aligned on the infield, grouped by nation. After a 

speech by the president of the organising committee, 

Crown Prince Constantine, his father officially opened the 

Games with the words (in Greek):

"I declare the opening of the first international Olympic 

Games in Athens. 

Long live the Nation. Long live the Greek people."

Afterwards, nine bands and 150 choir singers performed an Olympic Hymn, composed by 

Spyridon Samaras, with words by poet Kostis Palamas. Thereafter, a variety of musical 

offerings provided the backgrounds to the Opening 

Ceremonies until 1960, since which time the Samaras/

Palamas composition has become the official Olympic 

Anthem (decision taken by the IOC Session in 1958). Other 

elements of current Olympic opening ceremonies were 

initiated later: the Olympic flame was first lit in 1928, the 

first athletes' oath was sworn at the 1920 Summer Olympics, 

and the first officials' oath was taken at the 1972 Olympic 

Games.

source: www.wikipedia.org 



                        

                   

*Austria and Hungary was a part of Austria-Hungary but the results are reported 

separately

*Australia was not a separate united country till 1901 but Edwin Flack’s results 

are typically listed as Australian

*Gymnast Charles Champaud was a Swiss living in Bulgaria. Some sources claim 

that he represented Switzerland

*There were sportsmen from Cyprus and Egypt participating under the Greek 
flag

*Sweden was in state union with Norway but Norway didn’t send any athletes

*Tennis doubles teams could consist of players from different countries; the IOC 
labels these Mixed Teams.



Medal count

STARS:

MAJOR STARS

Spirydion Louis - a previously unrecognised water 
carrier, won the event to become the only Greek 
athletics champion and a national hero (photo on 
the left)

Paul Masson (France - cycling) - won the one lap 
time trial, the sprint event, and the 10,000 meters

Leonidas Pyrgos (fencing) - won the sabre and 
the masters foil and became the first Greek 
Olympic champion in the modern era

Carl Shuhmann (Germany - wrestling/
gymnastics/weightlifting) - won the team events in 
the horizontal bar, parallel bars, the horse vault 
event. He also won in wrestling 
competition.(photo on the right) 

John and Sumner Paine (USA - military pistol) 
-  became the first siblings to finish first and 
second in the same event

Alfréd Hajós  (Hungary - swimming) - won the 
two events in which he swam, the 100 and 1200 
meter freestyle (he could not compete in more as 
they were held on the same day). Hajós later 
became one of only two Olympians to win a medal 
in both the athletic and artistic competitions, when 
he won a silver medal for architecture in 1924



Pierre de Frédy, Baron de Coubertin 

(01.01.1863 – 02.09.1937) was a French 

educator and historian, and founder of 

the International Olympic Committee. He 

is considered the father of the modern 

Olympic Games. Coubertin is the 

instigator of the modern Olympic 

movement, a man whose vision and 

political skill led to the revival of 

the Olympic Games which had 

been practised in antiquity. 

Coubertin idealized the 

Olympic Games as the ultimate 

ancient athletic competition.

                       Coubertin's 

advocacy for the Games 

centred on a number of ideals 

about sport. He believed that 

the early ancient Olympics 

encouraged competition 

among amateur rather than 

professional athletes, and saw value in 

that. The ancient practice of a sacred 

truce in association with the Games might 

have modern implications, giving the 

Olympics a role in promoting peace. This 

role was reinforced in Coubertin's mind by 

the tendency of athletic competition to 

promote understanding across cultures, 

thereby lessening the dangers of war. In 

addition, he saw the Games as important 

in advocating his philosophical ideal for 

athletic competition: that the 

competition itself, the struggle to 

overcome one's opponent, was more 

important than winning. 

               Coubertin took over the IOC 

presidency when Demetrius Vikelas 

stepped down after the Olympics in his 

own country. Despite the initial success, 

the Olympic Movement faced hard 

times, as the 1900 (in De Coubertin's own 

Paris) and 1904 Games were both 

swallowed by World's Fairs in the same 

cities, and received little attention. The 

Paris Games were not organised by 

Coubertin or the IOC nor were they 

called Olympics at that time. The St. Louis 

Games was hardly internationalized and 

was an embarrassment.

INTERESTING FACTS 

The Olympic motto 

Citius, Altius, Fortius 

(Faster, Higher, Stronger) 

was proposed by 

Coubertin in 1894 and 

has been official since 

1924. The motto was 

coined by Henri Didon 

OP, a friend of 

Coubertin, for a Paris 

youth gathering of 1891.

Pierre de Coubertin was against female 

participation in the Olympics. He said the 

inclusion of women would be 

"impractical, uninteresting, unaesthetic, 

and incorrect."

Coubertin won 

the gold medal 

for literature at 

the 1912 Sum-

mer Olympics 

for his poem 

Ode to Sport.

    

                     

                                 


