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Winter is coming... 

                   The 1924 Winter 
Olympics, officially known as the I 

Olympic Winter Games (Les Iers 
Jeux olympiques d'hiver), were held 

in 1924 in Chamonix, France. Origi-

nally they were called Semaine Inter-
nationale des Sports d'Hiver 

("International Winter Sports Week") 
and held in association with the 1924 

Summer Olympics, the sports compe-

titions were held at the foot of Mont 

Blanc in Chamonix, and Haute-

Savoie, France between January 25 

and February 5, 1924. The Games 
were organized by the French Olympic 

Committee. The opening was con-
ducted by Gaston Vidal. He also a 

member of the French National Olym-

pic and Sports Committee. He took a 
decisive role alongside, Frantz Re-

ichel, in preparing the Paris Olympics 
in 1924. 

               The tradition of holding the 

Winter Olympics in the same year as 

the Summer Olympics would continue 
until 1992, after which the current 

practice of holding a Winter Olympics 
in the second year after each Summer 

Olympics began.

               Although Figure Skating had 
been an Olympic event in both Lon-

don and Antwerp, and Ice Hockey had 

been an event in Antwerp, the winter 
sports had always been limited by the 

season. In 1921, at the convention of 
the IOC in Lausanne, there was a call 

for equality for winter 

sports, and after much dis-
cussion it was decided to 

organize an "international 
week of winter sport" in 

1924 in Chamonix. In 1925, 

the IOC decided to organize 
Olympic Winter Games 

every four years, independ-
ent of the Olympic Games 

proper, and recognized the 

International Winter Sports 
Week as the first Olympic Winter 

games in retrospect.
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SPORTS

                     Medals were awarded in 16 events 
contested in 5 sports (9 disciplines). Many 
sources do not list curling and the military patrol, 
or list them as demonstration events. However, no 
such designation was made in 1924. In February 
2006 the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
ruled that curling was a full part of the Olympic 
program, and have included the medals awarded 
in the official count.

Bobsleigh (1 event) 

Curling (1 event)

Ice hockey (1 event) 

Skating:

   Figure skating (3 events) 

   Speed skating (5 events) 

 Nordic skiing:

   Military patrol (1 event) 

   Cross-country skiing (2 events)

    Nordic combined (1 event) 

    Ski jumping (1 event) 

Johan Grottumsbraten (Norway - 1 silver        

and 2 bronzes)

Alfred Berger and Helene Engelmann



Venues

POLISH PARTICIPATION                                

Poland made its first appearance in the Olympics ever in Chamonix. The team consisted of 7 

athletes. Here are their results: 

18km Cross-country
Franciszek BUJAK - 27th 
Andrzej KRZEPTOWSKI - 28th 

50km Cross-country
Szczepan WITKOWSKI - 21st 

Military patrol
Stanisław CHROBAK, Stanisław KĄDZIOŁKA, Szczepan WITKOWSKI, Zbigniew WÓYCICKI – did not 
finish

Nordic combined (18km Cross-country & normal hill ski jumping)
Andrzej KRZEPTOWSKI – 19th
Franciszek BUJAK – did not finish

Ski jumping
Andrzej KRZEPTOWSKI – 21st

Speed skating
Leon JUCEWICZ – 17th (500m); 15th (1500m); 16th (5000m); 14th (10,000m); 8th (all-round)

M ISCELLANEA

For the first time in the history of the modern Olympics, the host country, in this case, 

France, failed to win any gold medals, finishing with three bronze medals. This feat would 

later occur at the next Winter Olympics in St. Moritz where Switzerland won only a single 

bronze medal, the lowest ever output by a host nation at an 

Olympics. Later host nations to finish without gold medals included 

Canada at the 1976 Summer Olympics in Montreal and 1988 Winter 

Olympics in Calgary and Yugoslavia at the 1984 Winter Olympics 

in Sarajevo.

Paul Camille Albert Mandrillon (France - on the right), who 

competed in military patrol, took the Olympic oath. He was also the 

flag bearer of the French team.                                                      



       

                    Athletes from 16 nations 
competed in the first Winter Olympic 
Games. Germany was banned from 
competing in the games, and instead 
hosted a series of games 
called Deutsche Kampfspiele.

     Estonian speed skater Christfried 
Burmeister was also in the list of par-
ticipants but the message about his 
withdrawal wasn't sent to the organiz-
ers.

       

      

     Jacob Tullin Thams (on the right)



Medal count                

MAJOR STARS

Charles Jewtraw (USA) - was a speed skater, 
who won the first gold medal (in the 500 m) in 
Winter Olympics history (photo below). 

Canadian ice hockey team (in fact: Toronto 
Granites) - they won gold medal winning all 6 
games; scoring 132 goals and conceding only 3... 
e.g. they beat Czechoslovakia 30:0 or Switzerland 
33:0. Silver medalists, USA, scored “only” 84 
goals.

Gillis Emanuel Grafström (Sweden) - won his 
first gold medal in figure skating. He would 
defend the title in 1924 and 1928. 

Arnold Clas ("Classe") Robert Thunberg
(Finland) - he won 3 golds, 1 silver and 1 bronze 
in speed skating (photo below)

.

Julius Ferninand Skutnab (Finland) - won 3 
medals in speed skating (gold, silver and bronze)

Thorleif Haug (Norway) - three gold medals in 
cross-country skiing and nordic combined 

Jacob Tullin "Tulla" Thams (Norway)  - gold 
medalist in ski jumping. In 1936 he won a silver 
medal in summer Olympics (in sailing). Thams is 
one of the few athletes who have competed in both 
the Summer and Winter Olympic games.


