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Back after 12 years

                   The1948 Winter Olympics, 
officially known as the V Olympic Winter 
Games (French: Les Ves Jeux olympiques 
d'hiver; German: Olympische Winterspiele 
1948; Italian: V Giochi olimpici invernali); 
Romansh: Gieus olimpics d'enviern 1948), 
were celebrated in 1948 in St. 
Moritz, Switzerland. The Games were the first 
to be celebrated after World War II; it had been 
12 years since the last Winter Games in 1936. 
From the selection of a host city in a neutral 
country to the exclusion of Japan and Germa-
ny, the political atmosphere of the post-war 
world was inescapable during the Games. The 
organizing committee faced several challenges 
due to the lack of financial and human re-
sources consumed by the war. There were 28 
nations that marched in the opening 
ceremonies on January 30, 1948. Nearly 670 
athletes competed in 22 events in four sports. 
The Games also featured two demonstration 
sports: military patrol, which later became 
the biathlon, and winter pentathlon, which was 
discontinued after these Games. All of the ven-
ues were outdoors, which meant the Games 
were heavily dependent on favorable weather 
conditions.

                                   The IOC selected St. Moritz 
to host the 1948 Games at the 39th general 
session in Lausanne, Switzerland, in 
September 1946. The selection process 
consisted of two bids, and saw St. Moritz be 
selected ahead of Lake Placid, United States. 
St. Moritz was selected because it was located 
in Switzerland, which had remained neutral 
during the war, and also because it had already 

hosted a Winter Games in 1928. This made the 
organization of the Games simpler and more 
economical. Despite the existence of many of 
the venues, it was still a difficult task to 
organize a Winter Olympic Games in less than 
18 months.

                 Sapporo, Japan had been the choice 
for the 1940 Winter Games. In 1938 the 
Japanese decided to decline the invitation to 
host the Games claiming that preparations for 
the Olympic Games were draining the country's 
resources. The IOC turned to the host of 
the 1936 Games, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
which would make it the only city to host 
consecutive Games. This became impractical 
when Germany invaded Poland on September 
1, 1939; subsequently Germany withdrew its 
bid to host the Games. Finland believed it could 
host the Games and extended an invitation to 
the IOC, but the Soviet Union's invasion of 
Finland ended all hope of an Olympic Games in 
1940. The 1944 Winter Olympics had been 
awarded to Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy in 1939. 
As the war continued, this proved to be 
impractical and the second 
consecutive olympiad passed without a 
celebration of the Games. 

                                      The impact of World War 
II was still being felt in 1948. The lack of 
financial resources and human energy made 
the organization of the Games 
challenging. Athletes were also affected by a 
lack of resources. Many competitors arrived 
with little or no equipment. In one notable 
case, Norwegian skiers had to borrow skis from 
the American team in order to compete.
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SPORTS

Medals were awarded in 22 events con-
tested in 4 sports (9 disciplines).

*Bobsleigh*Bobsleigh*Bobsleigh*Bobsleigh

  Bobsleigh (2 events)  Bobsleigh (2 events)  Bobsleigh (2 events)  Bobsleigh (2 events)

  Skeleton (1 event)  Skeleton (1 event)  Skeleton (1 event)  Skeleton (1 event)

*Ice hockey (1 event)*Ice hockey (1 event)*Ice hockey (1 event)*Ice hockey (1 event)

*Skating *Skating *Skating *Skating 

  Figure skating (3 events)  Figure skating (3 events)  Figure skating (3 events)  Figure skating (3 events)

  Speed skating (4 events)  Speed skating (4 events)  Speed skating (4 events)  Speed skating (4 events)

*Skiing *Skiing *Skiing *Skiing 

  Alpine skiing (6 events)  Alpine skiing (6 events)  Alpine skiing (6 events)  Alpine skiing (6 events)

  Nordic skiing  Nordic skiing  Nordic skiing  Nordic skiing

    Cross-country skiing (3 events)    Cross-country skiing (3 events)    Cross-country skiing (3 events)    Cross-country skiing (3 events)

    Nordic combined (1 event)    Nordic combined (1 event)    Nordic combined (1 event)    Nordic combined (1 event)

    Ski jumping (1 event)    Ski jumping (1 event)    Ski jumping (1 event)    Ski jumping (1 event)

Demonstration sports:

Military patrolMilitary patrolMilitary patrolMilitary patrol

Winter pentathlon (cross-country skiing, Winter pentathlon (cross-country skiing, Winter pentathlon (cross-country skiing, Winter pentathlon (cross-country skiing, 
shooting, downhill skiing, fencing, horse shooting, downhill skiing, fencing, horse shooting, downhill skiing, fencing, horse shooting, downhill skiing, fencing, horse 
riding)riding)riding)riding)



Venues

M ISCELLANEA
The hockey tournament was marred by controversy before the Games began. The United States sent two 
hockey teams to compete in St. Moritz, which nearly caused the cancellation of the entire tournament.  One team 
was sponsored by the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) and the United States Olympic Committee (USOC). The 
USOC was responsible for determining American participation in the Games. The other team was sponsored by 
the Amateur Hockey Association (AHA) and the Ligue Internationale de Hockey sur Glace (LIHG). 

The AAU refused to support the AHA's team because they believed that AHA players were "openly paid salaries" 
and at the time, the Olympics were strictly for amateur players. No resolution was reached before the Games 
and both teams arrived at St. Moritz ready to play. The IOC initially ruled that neither team could compete. This 
incensed the LIHG, which threatened to boycott the Olympics, effectively ending the hockey tournament. The 
Swiss organizing committee, fearing this eventuality, ignored the IOC's ruling and allowed the AHA team to play 
in the tournament and the AAU team to march in the opening ceremony.

Eventually the parties agreed to allow the AHA team to play but they would receive no official ranking in the 
Olympic tournament, and they would not be eligible to win a medal Because this tournament was also the LIHG 
World Championship, they maintained a fourth place in that ranking

28 nations competed in St. Moritz, the same number as the previous Winter Games in 
1936. Chile, Denmark, Iceland, Korea, and Lebanon all made their Winter Olympic debut at these 
Games. Germany and Japan were not invited because of their involvement in World War II. Italy, 
despite being an Axis power originally, was allowed to send athletes after their defection to the Allies 
in 1943. Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania had been annexed by the Soviet Union in 1940, and would not 
compete again as independent nations until 1992. Argentina returned to the Winter Games after 
missing the 1932 and 1936 Games, and Australia and Luxembourg did not compete in 1948, even 
though they had participated in 1936.

                                                     



POLISH PARTICIPATION    

                            

ALPINE SKIING
Jan Pawlica (downhill – DNF)
Jerzy Schindler (dowhill – 67th; combined - DNF)
Jan Gąsienica Ciaptak (downhill – 37th; slalom – DNF; combined - 31st)
Józef Marusarz (downhill – 35th; slalom – 31st; combined - 27th)
Jan Lipowski (slalom – DNF)

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING
Leopold Tajner (18km – 76th)
Stanisław Bukowski (18km – 70th; relay 4x10km - 10th)
Józef Daniel Krzeptowski (18km – 62nd; relay 4x10km - 10th)
Tadeusz Kwapień (18km – 47th; relay 4x10km - 10th)
Stefan Dziedzic (18km – 38th; relay 4x10km - 10th)

ICE HOCKEY
Henryk Bromowicz, Mieczysław Burda, Stefan Csorich, Zygmunt Ginter, Alfred Gansiniec, Tomasz 
Jasiński, Mieczysław Kasprzycki, Bolesław Kolasa, Adam Kowalski, Eugeniusz Lewacki, Jan Maciejko, 
Czesław Marchewczyk, Mieczysław Palus, Henryk Przeździecki, Hilary Skarżyński, Maksymilian Więcek, 
Ernest Ziaja
(Austria 7:5; USA 4:23; Czechoslovakia 2:13; Canada 0:15; Italy 13:7; United Kingdom 2-7; Switzerland 
0:14; Sweden 2:13) - 6th place 

NORDIC COMBINED 
Leopold Tajner (34th) - photo on the right
Józef Daniel Krzeptowski (22nd)
Tadeusz Kwapień (25th)
Stefan Dziedzic (20th)

SKI JUMPING (normal hill)
Jan Kula (33rd)
Jan Gąsienica Ciaptak (36th)
Józef Daniel Krzeptowski (30th)
Stanisław Marusarz (27th) - photo below 

                                                     



Medal count  

 

MAJOR STARS

Barbara Ann Scott (Canada) - the first Canadian 
to win the figure skating gold medal (photo on the 
right)

Dick Button (USA) - the first American to win the 
figure skating gold medal for the USA. He was 
also the first to perform a double axel in 
competition. 

Henri Oreiller (France)  - he won two golds and 
one bronze in alpine skiing; he was the most 
successful athlete in St. Moritz (drawing on the 
right)

Martin Lundstr öm (Sweden) - a cross-country 
skier who won two gold medals (photo below)

Birger Ruud (Norway) - after two Olympic golds 
(in 1932 and 1936) , he won “only” silver in ski 
jumping 


