
PYEONGCHANG
February 09 - 25, 2018

www.yeah.edu.pl

Y.E.A.H. - Young Europeans Active and HealthyY.E.A.H. - Young Europeans Active and HealthyY.E.A.H. - Young Europeans Active and HealthyY.E.A.H. - Young Europeans Active and Healthy

PASSION. CONNECTED

      

                                                             The 2018 
Winter Olympics, officially known as the XXIII 
Olympic Winter Games (Korean: Jeisipsamhoe 
Donggye Ollimpik) and commonly known 
as PyeongChang 2018, were held between 9 
and 25 February 2018 in Pyeongchang 
County, Gangwon Province, South Korea, with 
the opening rounds for certain events held on 8 
February 2018, the eve of the opening ceremo-
ny.

                                Pyeongchang was elected 
as the host city in July 2011, during the 123rd 
IOC Session in Durban, South Africa. This was 
the first time that South Korea had hosted 
the Winter Olympics and the second Olympics 
held in the country overall, after the 1988 
Summer Olympics in Seoul. It was the third 
time that an East Asian country had hosted    
the   Winter   Games, after Sapporo (1972) and 
Nagano  (1998), both in Japan. It was also the 
first of three consecutive Olympics to be held 
in East Asia, the other two being the 2020 
Summer Olympics in Tokyo and the 2022 
Winter Olympics in Beijing. Munich also 
launched a bid to host these Games. Prior 
to Beijing's successful 2022 Winter Olympics  
bid, Munich would have become the first city to 
host both the Winter and the Summer Games, 
having previously hosted the 1972 Summer 
Olympics, but received only 25 votes.  
Annecy (in southeastern France) launched 
their own bid, which failed to secure public 
support from the local citizens. Their bid ended 
up receiving seven votes.

                               The Games featured 102 
events in fifteen sports, with the addition of "big 
air" snowboarding, mass start speed 
skating, mixed doubles curling, and mixed 

team alpine skiing to the Winter Olympic pro-
gramme. 2,914 athletes from 
92 NOCs competed, including the debuts 
of Ecuador, Eritrea, Kosovo, Malaysia, Nigeria 
and Singapore. After a state-sponsored doping 
program was exposed following the 2014 Win-
ter Olympics, the Russian Olympic 
Committee was suspended, and selected ath-
letes were allowed to compete neutrally under 
the IOC designation of "Olympic Athletes from 
Russia". Despite tense relations, North 
Korea agreed to participate in the Games, en-
ter with South Korea during the opening cere-
mony as a unified Korea, and field a unified 
team in women's ice hockey.

                               Norway led the total medal 
tally with 39, followed by Germany's 
31 and Canada's 29. Germany and Norway 
were tied for the most gold medals won; both 
won fourteen golds. Host nation South 
Korea won seventeen medals, their highest 
medal haul at a Winter Olympics, five of which 
were gold.
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SPORTS

102 events in 15 sports were included in the 2018 
Winter Olympics. 

*ALPINE SKIING (11 events)

*BIATHLON (11 events)

*BOBSLEIGH (3 events)

*CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING (12 events)

*CURLING (3 events)

*FIGURE SKATING (5 events)

*FREESTYLE SKIING (10 events)

*ICE HOCKEY (2 events)

*LUGE (4 events)

*NORDIC COMBINED (3 events)

*SHORT TRACK SPEED SKATING (8 events)

*SKELETON (2 events)

*SKI JUMPING (4 events)

*SNOWBOARDING (10 events)

*SPEED SKATING (12 events)

MASCOTS

The official mascots of the 2018 Winter Olympics 
and Paralympics were unveiled on 2 June 2016. 
The Olympic mascot, Soohorang, is a white tiger. 
The mascot's name is a portmanteau of "Sooho", 
a Korean word for "protection", and "Rang" which 
is derived both from the Korean word for "tiger" 
and from the name of a traditional Korean folk 
song originating from Gangwon Province. Tigers 
have a strong association with Korean culture and 
folklore.

HIGHLIGHTS

• Noriaki Kasai became the first athlete in history to 
participate in 8 Winter Olympics when he took part 
in the ski jumping qualification the day before the 
opening of the Games. 

• Nathan Chen became the first figure skater to land 
five quadruple jumps in one program.

• Sven Kramer won gold in the men's 5000m event, 
becoming the only male speed skater to win the 
same Olympic event 3 times. He was also the first 
man to win a total of 8 Olympic medals in speed 
skating.

• Ireen Wüst won an individual gold medal for the 
fourth Olympics in a row, the first time this had 
been achieved by a Winter Olympian. She also 
became the first speed skater (male or female) to 
win ten Winter Olympic medals and the first female 
Winter Olympian to win nine individual medals.

• Jorien ter Mors became the first female athlete to 
win Olympic medals in two different sports at a 
single Winter Games; she won a speed skating 
gold medal in the 1000 metres and she was also 
part of the Dutch short track team that won bronze 
in the 3000 metre relay.

• Ester Ledecká of the Czech Republic won gold in 
the skiing super-G event and another gold in 
the snowboarding parallel giant slalom, making 
her the first female athlete to win Olympic gold 
medals in two different sports at a single Winter 
Games.

• Marit Bjørgen won bronze in the women's team 
sprint and gold in the 30 kilometre classical event, 
bringing her total Olympic medal haul to fifteen, 
the most won by any athlete (male or female) in 
Winter Olympics history.    



Venues

A total of 92 teams qualified at least one athlete to compete in the Games. The number of athletes who qualified per country 
is listed in the table below (number of athletes shown in parentheses). Six nations made their Winter Olympics debut: 
Ecuador, Eritrea, Kosovo, Malaysia, Nigeria and Singapore. Athletes from three further countries – the Cayman Islands, 
Dominica and Peru – qualified to compete, but all three National Olympic Committees returned the quota spots back to 
the International Ski Federation (FIS). 

Under an historic agreement facilitated by the IOC, qualified athletes from North Korea were allowed to cross the Korean 
Demilitarized Zone into South Korea to compete in the Games. The two nations marched together under the Korean 
Unification Flag during the opening ceremony. A unified Korean team, consisting of 12 players from North Korea and 23 from 
South Korea, competed in the women's ice hockey tournament under a special IOC country code designation (COR) following 
talks in Panmunjom on 17 January 2018. The two nations also participated separately: the South Korea team competed in 
every sport and the North Korea team competed in alpine skiing, cross-country skiing, figure skating and short track speed 
skating. 

On 5 December 2017, the IOC announced that the Russian Olympic Committee had been suspended due to the Russian 
doping controversy and the investigation into the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi. Individual Russian athletes, who qualified 
and could demonstrate they had complied with the IOC's doping regulations, were given the option to compete at the 2018 
Games as "Olympic Athletes from Russia" (OAR) under the Olympic flag and with the Olympic anthem played at any 
ceremony. 
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MAJOR STARS

Marcel HIRSCHER (AUT)Marcel HIRSCHER (AUT)Marcel HIRSCHER (AUT)Marcel HIRSCHER (AUT) – alpine skiing – 2 golds 
(total: 2-1-0)

Martin FOURCADE (FRA) Martin FOURCADE (FRA) Martin FOURCADE (FRA) Martin FOURCADE (FRA) – biathlon – 3 golds (total: 
5-2-0)

Laura DAHLMEIER (GER) Laura DAHLMEIER (GER) Laura DAHLMEIER (GER) Laura DAHLMEIER (GER) – biathlon – 2 golds and 
one bronze

Darya DOMRACHEVA (BUL) Darya DOMRACHEVA (BUL) Darya DOMRACHEVA (BUL) Darya DOMRACHEVA (BUL) – biathlon – she won 
fourth gold (total: 4-1-1)

Francesco FRIEDRICH, Thorsten MARGIS (GER)Francesco FRIEDRICH, Thorsten MARGIS (GER)Francesco FRIEDRICH, Thorsten MARGIS (GER)Francesco FRIEDRICH, Thorsten MARGIS (GER) – 
bobsleigh – two golds 

Dario COLOGNA (SUI) Dario COLOGNA (SUI) Dario COLOGNA (SUI) Dario COLOGNA (SUI) – cross-country – he won 4th 
gold

Simen HEGSTAD KRÜGER (NOR) Simen HEGSTAD KRÜGER (NOR) Simen HEGSTAD KRÜGER (NOR) Simen HEGSTAD KRÜGER (NOR) – cross-country – 
two golds, one silver

Martin JOHNSRUD SUNDBY (NOR) Martin JOHNSRUD SUNDBY (NOR) Martin JOHNSRUD SUNDBY (NOR) Martin JOHNSRUD SUNDBY (NOR) – cross-country  
– two golds, one silver (total: 2-2-1)

Johannes Høsflot KLÆBO (NOR) Johannes Høsflot KLÆBO (NOR) Johannes Høsflot KLÆBO (NOR) Johannes Høsflot KLÆBO (NOR) – cross-country – 
three golds 

Ragnhild HAGA (NOR) Ragnhild HAGA (NOR) Ragnhild HAGA (NOR) Ragnhild HAGA (NOR) – cross-country – 2 golds 

Marit BJØRGEN (NOR) Marit BJØRGEN (NOR) Marit BJØRGEN (NOR) Marit BJØRGEN (NOR) – cross-country – 2 
golds,silver, 2 bronzes (total: 8-4-3)

Tessa VIRTUE, Scott MOIR (CAN)Tessa VIRTUE, Scott MOIR (CAN)Tessa VIRTUE, Scott MOIR (CAN)Tessa VIRTUE, Scott MOIR (CAN) – figure skating – 
two golds (total: 3-2-0)

Natalie GEISENBERGER (GER)Natalie GEISENBERGER (GER)Natalie GEISENBERGER (GER)Natalie GEISENBERGER (GER) – luge – two golds 
(total: 4-0-1)

Tobias WENDL, Tobias ARLT (GER)Tobias WENDL, Tobias ARLT (GER)Tobias WENDL, Tobias ARLT (GER)Tobias WENDL, Tobias ARLT (GER) – luge – two 
golds (total: 4-0-0)

Johannes RYDZEK (GER) Johannes RYDZEK (GER) Johannes RYDZEK (GER) Johannes RYDZEK (GER) – nordic combined – two 
golds (total: 2-1-1)

Eric FRENZEL (GER) Eric FRENZEL (GER) Eric FRENZEL (GER) Eric FRENZEL (GER) – nordic combined – two golds, 
one bronze (total: 3-1-2)

CHOI Min-jeong (KOR)CHOI Min-jeong (KOR)CHOI Min-jeong (KOR)CHOI Min-jeong (KOR) – short track – 2 golds 

Ester LEDECKÁ (CZE)Ester LEDECKÁ (CZE)Ester LEDECKÁ (CZE)Ester LEDECKÁ (CZE) – snowboarding & alpine 
skiing – two golds 

Kjeld NUIS (NED)Kjeld NUIS (NED)Kjeld NUIS (NED)Kjeld NUIS (NED) – speed skating – 2 golds 

Sven KRAMER (NED)Sven KRAMER (NED)Sven KRAMER (NED)Sven KRAMER (NED) – speed skating – gold and 
bronze (total: 4-2-2)

Ireen WÜST (NED)Ireen WÜST (NED)Ireen WÜST (NED)Ireen WÜST (NED) – speed skating – gold and 2 
silvers (total: 5-5-1)

Nana TAKAGI (Japan) – Nana TAKAGI (Japan) – Nana TAKAGI (Japan) – Nana TAKAGI (Japan) – speed skating – two golds 



POLISH PARTICIPATION    

62 competitors (36 men + 26 women) in 12 disciplines

GOLD MEDAL:

*Kamil STOCH – ski jumping (large hill individual)

BRONZE MEDAL:

*Maciej KOT, Stefan HULA, Dawid KUBACKI, Kamil STOCH – ski jumping (men’s large hill team) - 

photo below

Other notable results

4 – Kamil Stoch (ski jumping – normal hill)

5 – Stefan Hula (ski jumping – normal hill)

6 – Monika Hojnisz (biathlon – individual) 

7 – Krystyna Guzik, Magdalena Gwizdoń, Monika Hojnisz, Weronika Nowakowska (biathlon – 

team relay)

7 – Sylwia Jaśkowiec, Justyna Kowalczyk (cross-country skiing – women’s team sprint)

7 – Katarzyna Bachleda-Curuś, Karolina Bosek, Natalia Czerwonka, Luiza Złotkowska (speed 

skating – women’s team pursuit)

8 – Ewa Kuls-Kusyk, Maciej Kurowski, Wojciech Chmielewski, Jakub Kowalewski (luge -  team 

relay)


